THIS  IS  THE  FIRST  ISSUE  OF  THE  NEW  YEAR.  LET'S  MAKE  THIS  A VERY  SPECIAL 
YEAR.  NLG  NEEDS  YOUR  ACTIVE  SUPPORT.  YOUR  IDEAS  FOR  THE  BETTERMENT  OF  THE 
HOBBY  ARE  REQUESTED  AND  APPRECIATED. 


From  The  Desk  Of. . . 


'he  Executive  Director 

The  year  1981  has  certainly  started  off 
with  a bang!  The  return  of  the  Americans 
from  Iran  has  answered  our  many  prayers  and 
has  given  all  of  us  renewed  patriotism  for 
our  beloved  country.  We  have  inaugurated  our 
40th  president,  Ronald  Reagan,  who  defeated 
an  incumbent  president.  And  the  underdog 
Oakland  Raiders  have  won  the  Super  Bowl  of 
Football . 

As  this  message  is  being  written  before 
any  concrete  plans  have  been  finalized  for 
our  annual  get-together  in  New  Orleans,  I 
cannot  report  to  you  anything  specific  in 
that  regard.  However,  I have  had  queries 
on  our  NLG  writing  awards  and  I would 
greatly  appreciate  having  you  faithful 
members  contact  me  if  you  would  be  willing 
to  act  as  a judge.  Just  a postcard  with  the 
word  "yes"  and  your  name  and  address  will 
suffice.  In  the  past  since  there  were  not 
enough  volunteers,  I have  just  shipped  the 
material  to  be  judged  without  any  advance 
warning.  Everyone  has  always  come  through, 
but  this  year  it  would  be  much  more  comfort- 
able to  have  you  volunteer.  May  I hear  from 
you? 

For  those  of  you  who  have  not  been  in 
the  NLG  since  its  inception,  an  explana- 


tion of  our  Clemy  Award  might  be  in  order. 
It  has  always  been  presented  annually  by 
NLG  for  numismatic  writing  ability,  sense 
of  humor  and  dedication  to  the  hobby.  In 
its  original  form,  it  was  an  antique  type- 
writer gilded  with  gold  paint  and  it  was 
exceedingly  heavy.  The  recipient  was 
always  chosen  by  the  former  recipient 
unbeknownst  to  anyone.  The  suspense  of 
who  had  to  crate  and  have  shipped  home 
the  antique  typewriter  award,  to  keep  it 
for  one  year  and  then  have  it  shipped  back 
to  the  convention  the  following  year, 
always  ran  high  I Although  it  has  always 
been  considered  the  highest  honor  of  NLG, 
the  former  recipients  sometimes  wondered 
if  the  crating,  care  and  shipping  of  this 
antqiue  monster  was  really  an  honor  or  a 
bother. 

Time  seems  to  change  all  things  and 
the  Clemy  Award  is  no  exception.  Shipping 
damage  took  its  toll  on  "Clemy"  so  it  was 
presented  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  for  permanent  preservation  and 
now  the  award  is  a photographic  embedment 
of  that  typewriter.  Each  year  the  reci- 
pient's name  is  placed  on  the  typewriter 
in  Colorado  Springs.  Although  the  last 
year's  recipient  always  makes  the  presen- 
tation each  year,  the  method  of  choosing 
has  changed  also.  Your  board  members 
submit  three  names  to  the  executive 
director,  and  the  winner  of  the  previous 
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year's  Clemy  makes  the  final  selection. 

This  year  if  you  again  see  the  Clemy  Award 
listed  in  the  contest  rules,  please  realize 
that  submissions  are  not  made  in  this  cate- 
gory of  your  writing. 

The  "Clemy"  was  presented  in  1968  in 
San  Diego  for  the  first  time  to  Clem 
Bailey  and  this,  incidentally,  was  the 
first  meeting  of  NLG.  So  it  has  been  a 
tradition  since  NLG's  inception. 

I will  look  forward  to  hearing  from 

you. 

Sincerely, 


A current  price  list  for  Croatian 
bank  notes  issued  by  the  Independent 
State  of  Croatia,  1941-45,  is  avail- 
able from  the  Croatian  Numismatic 
Society,  1512  Lancelot,  Borger,  Texas 
79007. 

The  list  is  free  to  all  interested 
collectors  when  accompanied  by  a stamp- 
ed, self-addressed  envelope. 

Also  available  from  the  society  is 
a 300-page  catalog  which  lists  coins, 
paper  money,  stamps  and  military  decor- 
ations of  Croatia,  illustrated  and 
priced  for  $16,  postpaid. 

* * * 


WORLD’S  FIRST  AUCTION  OF  OLD  CHECKS 

History  will  be  made  on  February  26 
when  Stanley  Gibbons  - the  London-based 
stamp  dealers  - hold  the  world’s  first 
auction  devoted  to  old  checks,  in  con- 
junction with  James  of  Norwich.  The 
auction  will  be  held  at  the  Bonnington 
Hotel,  29  Southampton  Row,  London  WC2, 
at  2:00  pm. 

Comprising  500  lots, the  auction  will 
feature  both  British  and  American 
material,  all  in  fine  condition. 

Checks  are  a relative  newcomer  to 
the  field  of  collecting,  although 
trends  show  that  the  hobby  is  rapidly 
gaining  popularity.  Checks  do  have  an 


affinity  with  banknotes  - already  a 
well  established  hobby  - as  they  too 
form  an  integral  and  fascinating 
part  of  banking  history.  Very  often 
the  same  printers,  banks,  and  in  the 
case  of  American  checks,  the  same 
vignettes  were  used  on  both  checks 
and  banknotes . 

Catalogues  are  available  from 
Stanley  Gibbons  Currency  Ltd., 

395  Strand,  London  WC2,  and  James 
Norwich  Auctions  Ltd.,  33  Timberhill, 

Norwich.  Postal  bids  are  welcome. 

* * * 


THE  INSTITUTE  OF  NUMISMATIC  AND 
PHILATELIC  STUDIES 

One  of  the  most  interesting 
contact  points  for  those  who  wish  to 
expand  their  know-how  in  numismatics/ 
philatelies  is  at  the  Adelphi 
University,  Garden  City,  New  York 
1 1530  . 
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Because  of  numerous  requests,  the 
Institute  of  Numismatic  and  Philatelic 
Studies  has  expanded  its  curriculum  to 
include  a 10-session  course  entitled 
"Coins  of  the  Ancient  World."  The  course 
is  designed  both  for  collectors  and 
investors  who  wish  to  examine  the  historical, 
cultural  and  religious  background  of  coins 
of  the  ancient  world.  Students  will  be 
introduced  to  Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine  and 
Biblical  numismatics  with  specific  emphasis 
on  the  techniques  and  designs  of  those 
periods . 

Guest  lecturers  will  include  Harry 
Greenberg,  Sylvia  Haffner,  Herbert 
Kreindler,  Herbert  Melnick,  Edward 
Waddell  and  other  noted  authorities  in 
ancient  coinage. 

Classes  are  held  on  Saturday  mornings 
beginning  March  7th  through  May  16th  with 
the  exception  of  April  18th.  For  further 
information  and  a detailed  course  brochure, 
please  write  to  the  Institute  of  Numisma- 
tic and  Philatelic  Studies,  Adelphia 
University,  Garden  City,  New  York  11530 
or  telephone  the  office  of  Dr.  James  F. 
Bender,  Dean  of  Development,  at 
516-294-8700,  ext.  7660. 


Joe:  “I  read  somewhere  that  George  Washington  had 
false  teeth  made  of  wood.  Is  that  true?” 

Moe:  ‘‘Absolutely!  And  when  they  gave  him  a tooth- 
paste test,  he  had  24  percent  fewer  knotholes!” 
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IN  REVIEW 

JAMES  BIELER  has  created  Coin^Charts , 

(Box  715,  Lanham,  Maryland  20801)  - price  $7.50. 
Coin  Chart  #2  illustrates  the  value  trends 
of  rare  U.S.  coins  from  1956-81.  Guild 
member  Bieler  has  created  a valuable  asset 
that  is  important  for  any  investor  and  for 
the  numismatist  curious  about  the  investor's 
reaction  to  the  better  U.S.  coins. 

One  of  the  statistics  indicates  that 
an  entire  U.S.  rare  coin  collection  which 
sold  for  $48,863  in  1956  has  increased  to 
a value  now  exceeding  2k  million  dollars. 

That  is  a mere  mark-up  of  4,828  times  1 
There  are  many  other  fascinating  insights 
and  all  writers  of  investments  should  order 
this  interesting  chart. 

0B0L  INTERNATIONAL,  an  organization 
whose  name  is  synonymous  with  classic  publi- 
cations of  numismatic  content,  have  issued  a 
soft-cover  titled  The  Paduans.  It  covers 
the  medals  by  Giovanni  Cavino  by  Richard  Hoe 
Lawrence.  The  31  pages  encompass  the  wide 
series  of  counterfeit  masterpiece  medals  by 
Cavino  and  the  book  would  be  an  aid  to  any- 
one involved  in  purchasing  Renaissance 
medals.  It  is  priced  at  $5.  Write  Obol 
International,  8 South  Michigan  Avenue, 

Chicago,  Illinois  60603. 

If  you  read  French,  you  will  appreciate 
Sur  La  Signification  Des  Types  Monetaries 
Des  Anciens  by  Jean  N.  Svoronos.  This 
32  page  paper  cover  book  is  also  priced  at 
$5  and  has  65  illustrations.  Covering  the 
coins  of  Athens,  Crete,  the  Ptolemies,  the 
book  details  the  meaning  of  stars,  moons 
and  zodiac  symbols  on  Greek  coins  through 
the  Roman  period.  It  is  also  available 
from  Obol . 

One  of  your  editors  very  favorite 
publications  is  the  classy  magazine 
Irish  Numismatics.  Published  by  Guild  member 
Derek  Young,  it  is  available  bi-monthly  from 
Stagecast  Publications,  15  Eaton  Square, 
Monkstown,  Dublin,  Ireland.  Six  issues  by 
air  are  only  $14.  It  is  a publication  on 
slick  stock.  It  is  informative,  easy  to 
read,  understandable  and  covers  a field 
that  many  U.S.  collectors  are  interested  in 
out  require  a lot  more  knowledge.  The 
illustrations,  incidentally,  are  excellent 
and  the  listing  of  auction  prices  by  Spink 


in  the  most  recent  issue  is  just  one  more 
reason  why  you  would  want  to  subscribe-- 

a fine  publication  in  all  respects. 

* * * 


Fa. om  Your  EdltoA 

Once,  upon  a time  a man  wa s In  the  hospxtal. 
during  his  long  stay,  not  one  pennon  vlslt- 
ed  on.  wrote  him.  When  ke  left  the  hospi- 
tal, he  htted  a bodyguard.  When  asked  why, 
he  replied,  "Anyone  with  as  few  fr lends 
as  I have  needs  a bodyguard’.” 

In  the  last  newsletter,  Lee  Martin  asked 
Guild  members  q on,  revenue- raising  Ideas . 

Of  the  mone  than  250  Guild  members  who 
receive  the  newsletter,  only  three  re^s pond- 
ed. 

Mow  Lee  has  another  Idea. ..If  there  Is  any- 
one out  there  who  loves  animals  and  would 
like  to  donate  ( It's  tax  deductible)  to 
the  Beaumont  Animal  Welfare  Society,  Lee 
will  send  special  elongated  coins  as  his 
personal  thank  you. 

Incidentally , If  no  one  nes ponds,  Lee  Is 
going  to  hire  two  bodyguards  for  himself, I 
Send  donations  to  F.  0.  Box  661 , Beaumont, 
California  92223. 

FROM  YOUR  EDITOR 

- Lee  Martin  - 

I got  up  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  bed  this  morning.’  That  is  not  a wise 
thing  to  do  when  you  sleep  beside  an  open 
window  and  you  are  on  the  second  floor. 
Fortunately,  it  snowed  and  there  is  six 
feet  of  snow  outdoors. 

Unfortunately,  the  roof  overhang  prevented 
any  from  being  near  my  window. 

Fortunately,  there  are  bushes  outside  under 
my  window. 

Unfortunately,  the  bushes  are  cacti. 
Fortunately,  my  back  itched  and  needed 
scratching . 

Unfortunately,  I landed  on  my  face. 
Fortunately,  the  best  side  of  my  profile 
wasn ' t damaged . 

Unfortunately,  I looked  in  the  mirror  and 
discovered  I have  no  best  side. 

(This  seemed  funny  at  4 a.m.  when  I wrote 
it... at  4 p.m.  it  isn't  funny.  Not  to 
repeat  myself,  but  ! • ) 

& & & 
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Thank  You 

Guild  members  ALLEN  CORSON,  MEL  WACKS , 

BILL  KRIEG,  COL.  BILL  MURRAY  AND  SOTERIOS 
GARDIAKOS  all  sent  an  additional  donation 
for  the  Guild  in  addition  to  paying  their 
dues . 

It  is  members  such  as  these,  who  show  a 
tangible  thank  you,  that  make  the  brother- 
hood of  the  Guild  so  worthwhile.  It  is  not 
meant  to  be  on  a commercial  basis,  but  it 
is  the  fact  that  these  members  thought 
enough  of  the  organization  to  do  something 
extra — that  is  the  true  Guild  spirit. 
Incidentally,  this  is  a good  time  to  ask 
you  to  show  the  same  spirit,  not  necessar- 
ily by  donation,  but  by  submitting  articles 
for  this  newsletter.  We  are  in  great  need 
of  additional  copy. 


ED  ROCHETTE,  Executive  Vice-President  of 
the  ANA  and  fellow  Guild  member,  deserves 
a collective  pat  on  the  back  for  his  fine 
efforts  in  promoting  teaching  and  guiding 
prospective  writers  through  the  numismatic 
writing  and  research  courses. 

The  Guild  has  been  fortunate  to  co-sponsor 
this  interesting  annual  event  and  ED  has 
indicated  that  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar, 

Box  2366,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80901 
is  the  contact  point  for  further  informa- 
tion. ANA  members  can  attend  this  worth- 
while course  by  paying  $250  fee;  non-members 
are  not  excluded,  their  $275  fee  will 
also  cover  classroom  materials,  room  and 
board  and  field  trips.  What  better  way  to 
take  a vacation  in  Colorado  Springs  from 
July  5 through  11?  Or  if  you  prefer, 
from  June  28  through  July  4 at  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  State  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Now  if  ED  would  only  bring  the 
course  to  Los  Angeles,  we  Westerners  could 
get  in  line. 

Those  who  attended  the  last  year's  course 
tossed  verbal  bouquets  at  the  dean  and 
I am  sure  a number  of  them  have  since 
written  articles  professionally. 

ATTENTION 

ATTN:  NLG  members,  Error-Variety  News 
is  paying  top  dollar.  Well--not  quite 
top  dollar  but  at  a cent  and  a half  a 
word  with  a 650  word  maximum  per  issue, 
it  will  pay  the  postage.  For  those  of 


you  who  have  columns  written 
for  columns  concerning  error 
variety  coinage  and  no  place 
them,  rejoice.  The  solution 
problem  is  at  hand.  EVN  can 
pay  for  all  material  used. 


or  ideas 
and 

to  send 
to  your 
and  will 
Bes ides , 


when  was  the  last  time  you  had  the 
distinction  of  writing  a column  for 
the  smallest  circulation  commercial 
coin  publication  in  the  country? 
When  we  grow  up,  what  will  you  tell 
your  friends?  "I  could  have  been 
a writer  for  EVN"  or  "I  made  them 
what  they  are  today." 


For  those  of  you  who  are  not  familiar 
with  EVN,  drop  me  a line  and  I will 
send  you  a copy.  EVN  is  owned  and 
operated  by  NLG  members,  we  support 
the  NLG  logo,  and  will  be  more  than 
happy  to  add  your  name  to  our  list 
of  fine  writers. 


Submit  your  articles  to:  Robert  C 

Wilharm,  4121  Portland,  Irving, 
Texas  75062. 

* * * 

THE  TREASURER'S  REPORT 
Leon  T.  Lindheim 

RECEIPTS 

Initiation  Fees  Received 
Advertising  Income 
Donations 
Dues 

"Bash"  Income 
1981  Dues,  prepaid 


Cash  On  Hand,  12/31/79 


$ 300.00 

1,400.00 
68.00 
578.80 

900.00 

665.00 
$3,911.80 

4,474.92 

$8,386.72 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Newsletter 

$ 810.57 

Postage  & Telephone 

135.66 

Printing 

239.57 

Statement  Preparation 

131.91 

Trophies,  prizes,  medals, 
etc . 

323.99 

"Bash"  charges 

1,409.40 

ANA  Membership 

18.75 

ANA  membership,  prepaid 

15.00 

1981 

$3,084.85 

Cash  on  Hand,  12/31/80 
* * * 

5,301.87 

$8,386.72 

ELECTRONIC  MEDIUM 
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By  Ted  Schwarz,  N.L.G. 

The  electronics  explosion  in  communica- 
tions has  been  of  little  concern  to  members 
of  the  N.L.G.  Those  of  you  who  work  for 
newspapers  using  display  terminals  may  have 
had  to  adapt  to  modern  typing  methods  for 
your  writing,  but  I am  certain  that  you  have 
never  considered  using  electronics  beyond 
that.  The  reality  is  that  the  new  electro- 
nics might  have  some  excellent  opportunities 
for  you  to  financially  gain  while  staying 
within  the  field  of  numismatic  writing. 

One  of  the  most  important  areas  of 
electronic  advancement  which  concerns  members 
of  the  N.L.G.  is  the  field  of  public  access 
television  and  cable  television  "network" 
programming.  Public  access  in  the  cable 
field  occurs  when  one  channel  within  the 
cable  offering  is  available  for  public 
use.  Anyone  can  have  air  time  to  do  almost 
anything  desired,  within  reason.  In  some 
communities,  the  shows  are  sponsored,  the 
people  offering  the  shows  finding  their 
own  sponsors.  In  other  communities,  anyone 
can  use  the  studios  and  have  limited  free 
broadcast  time,  all  live.  At  the  extreme 
are  such  shows  as  "Midnight  Blue,"  New 
York  City's  midnight  cable  sex  show. 

The  cable  "Network"  concept  is  still 
public  access.  However,  the  shows  are  more 
professional  and  prepared  in  a central 
location  for  use  throughout  the  United 
States.  This  is  different  from  the  local 
public  access  which  is  required  in  some 
cities  where  you  can  walk  into  your  area 
studio.  The  central  "network"  studio 
usually  has  an  in-house  staff  for  broad- 
casting but  buys  freelance  scripts  and 
ideas. 

Cable  television  offers  a number  of 
different  opportunities  for  the  numismatist. 
The  first  is  the  chance  to  have  your  pro- 
gram on  a public  access  channel  within  the 
local  cable  system.  This  is  currently  the 
least  readily  available  option,  but  it  is 
growing  greatly.  The  idea  of  having  a 
public  access  channel  within  a cable  service 
is  increasingly  required  by  community  licen- 
sing. With  public  access,  a cable  company 
may  not  have  the  right  to  sell  unless  one 
channel  and  the  studio  facilities  are  made 
available  for  local  people  to  obtain  air 
time.  This  is  what  has  happened  in 
Manhattan,  for  example. 


The  most  effective  way  to  use  a local 
access  show  is  to  either  produce  a one-shot 
program  on  coins,  especially  of  interest 
during  periods  when  your  community  is  having 
a coin  show  or  convention,  or  to  produce  a 
continuing  feature  discussing  rare  coins 
and  rare  coin  investment.  Your  program 
could  be  anywhere  from  5 minutes  to  a half 
an  hour  in  length,  depending  upon  cost, 
because  the  cable  system  provides  the 
taping  services.  You  will  put  together  a 
general  script  and  talk  with  experts  in 
the  field.  Your  guests  could  include 
investors,  collectors  discussing  interesting 
aspects  of  the  hobby,  dealers,  bankers  and 
others  related  to  money.  Again,  depending 
upon  the  cost,  the  program  could  be  sponsor- 
ed by  area  coin  dealers,  banks  and  similar 
institutions  with  a stake  in  the  field 
about  which  you  are  talking.  Your  own 
background  and  your  comfort  in  front  of  the 
mike  will  determine  whether  you  handle 
everything  yourself  or  have  someone  who  is 
more  skilled  in  broadcasting  take  over  as 
host  or  hostess. 

Plan  such  a program  well  in  advance. 

Put  down  how  often  you  want  to  go  on  and 
how  many  minutes  at  a time  you  wish  to 
appear.  If  you  are  going  to  have  a fairly 
frequent  show,  more  than  once  a week,  you 
may  find  it  is  most  practical  to  limit 
yourself  to  from  5 to  10  minutes  on  air. 
Assuming  this  is  a sponsored  program, 
another  few  minutes  or  more  will  be  reserved 
for  commercial  messages. 

Next  figure  a list  of  topics  and  any 
sort  of  visual  display  you  will  need.  In 
order  to  show  a coin  on  television,  assum- 
ing the  fairly  limited  facilities  normally 
available  for  local  cable  production,  it  is 
best  to  have  a black-and-white  enlargement 
of  the  coin  made  and  then  have  the  camera 
focus  on  the  photograph,  not  the  coin. 

The  smallest  operations  will  have  only 
one  camera,  not  two,  making  visuals  fairly 
impractical.  You  should  check  with  the 
cable  service  to  see  whether  or  not  having 
a visual  makes  sense  with  the  facilities 
available  for  your  use. 

Next,  break  down  your  topics  so  you  can 
thoroughly  discuss  them  in  the  short  period 
of  time  that  you  will  have.  One  program 
might  talk  about  gold  bullion  investments 
in  general.  A second  program  might  talk 
about  the  history  of  United  States  gold 
coins.  A third  program  might  talk  about 
collecting  one  type  of  gold  coins.  A 
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fourth  program  might  discuss  the  proper 
way  to  safely  store  gold  coins  held  for 
investment.  Each  program  hits  a narrow  area 
and  can  be  handled  in  a 5 to  10  minute 
segment.  If  you  have  30  minutes  of  time, 
and  your  program  should  not  run  longer  than 
30  minutes  to  sustain  viewer  interest,  then 
you  might  have  two  to  three  segments  devoted 
to  gold  rather  than  five  or  ten  of  the  short 
segments . 

Once  you  have  worked  out  the  programs, 
find  interesting  people  with  whom  to  talk. 
Ideally,  these  will  be  experts  from  the 
community.  If  you  find  that  first-hand 
experts  are  dull,  see  if  you  can  locate 
personalities,  other  writers , television 
and  radio  people,  individuals  in  advertising 
or  anyone  else  who  is  both  skilled  in 
communicating  and  interested  in  and  know- 
ledgeable about  coins.  Such  people  can  be 
located  through  your  area  dealers  and  will 
keep  your  presentation  from  seeming  dull. 

As  an  example  of  this  type  of  writing, 

I once  did  some  work  for  the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corporation  on  coins.  Because 
of  training  I have  had  and  because  of  work 
I have  done  in  network  radio,  I knew  how 
to  prepare  an  effective  program  for  them. 
However,  because  I am  not  a first-hand 
expert  in  the  field,  I suggested  they 
talk  with  a major  dealer  closer  to  Canada. 
This  they  did,  only  to  discover  that  the 
dealer  was  a scholar,  not  a speaker.  He 
was  so  extremely  dull,  even  though  he 
knew  numismatics,  that  they  had  me  inter- 
view him  and  then  talk  about  the  areas  of 
his  expertise.  This  may  be  something  you 
need  to  do,  depending  upon  community 
resources . 

For  the  short,  local  programming,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  contact  the  cable  corpora- 
tion. Part  of  the  cable  agreement  with  the 
community  licensing  system  requires  that 
public  access  be  made  available  so  you  will 
be  helped  immediately.  If  you  are  going 
for  a network  type  operation  serving  several 
states,  you  will  have  to  talk  with  the 
headquarters . These  are  more  professional 
and  will  probably  not  be  allowed  on  the  air. 
However,  your  suggestion  for  a program, 
scripts  and  the  possibilities  for  sponsor- 
ship (large  banks,  major  dealers,  regional 
advertising  with  such  people  and  so  forth) 
will  be  desired.  You  would  be  hired  as  the 


creative  person  who  would  plan  all  shows, 
develop  scripts  and  suggest  interview 
subjects.  The  total  fees  for  such  work 
would  be  less  than  for  regular  television, 
but  this  is  a marvelous  way  to  enter  the 
ground  floor  of  a new  field. 

Yet  another  area  within  this  field 
is  computer  software.  Computer  companies 
have  traditionally  sold  only  hardware,  the 
computers  themselves.  The  programs, 
called  software,  have  either  been 
supplied  by  the  buyers  or  sold  in  a very 
general  , haphazzard  way. 

Then  comes  the  popular  computer  games 
as  well  as  the  frustrations  of  the  people 
who  bought  micro-computers  but  could  not 
program  them  for  their  specific  businesses 
or  personal  interests.  A demand  rose  for 
software,  and  now  software  programs  are 
being  introduced  in  special  cases  to  fit 
in  bookstores.  Within  the  next  two  to 
three  years,  you  will  be  seeing  "books" 
which  are  actually  computer  programs  for 
use  in  micro-computers  but  sold  in  tradi- 
tional book  stores. 

The  computer  companies  are  now  seeking 
hobby  oriented  software.  People  who  can 
write  about  different  hobbies  are  being 
requested  to  contact  the  companies.  These 
companies  are  then  matching  the  writers 
with  programmers  or  teaching  the  writers 
basic  programming.  Then  the  hobbyist 
will  write  about  his  or  her  field  for  sale 
through  computers.  This  will  mean  every- 
thing from  computer  stored  price  catalogues 
to  computer  stored  reading  material  about 
all  hobbies.  There  is  already  some  done 
in  the  field  of  astrology  with  writer/ 
astrologist  Linda  Goodman,  for  example. 
Numerous  others  are  being  sought  and  it  is 
the  wise  N.L.G.  member  who  seeks  out  these 
companies  and  tries  to  get  in  on  the  ground 
floor.  Approach  all  the  major  manufacturers 
Apple  Computers,  Atari,  IBM  and  the 
numerous  others.  Your  library  reference 
section  should  be  able  to  help  you  locate 
the  different  businesses.  You  can  also 
check  the  various  computer  magazines  sold 
to  the  franchise  computer  stores  around 
the  country.  Locate  the  advertisers  who  are 
manufacturers  and  talk  with  them  about  the 
possibility  of  combining  your  skills  with 
theirs.  The  time  involvement  for  such 
writing  is  actually  less  than  for  a book 
and,  at  the  moment,  the  potential  gross 
income  seems  to  be  much  greater. 
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Electronic  Medium. .. Contd . 


Naturally  there  will  be  a saturation  point 
but  we  are  far  from  having  reached  that 
at  this  moment. 

As  you  can  see,  the  opportunities  in 
electronics  are  much  greater  than  you 
realized.  The  N.L.G.  member  who  is  interest- 
ed in  expanding  his  or  her  writing  beyond 
the  traditional  fields  of  newspapers, 
magazines  and  books  would  be  wise  to 
explore  these  new  opportunities.  If  such 
opportunities  do  not  exist  where  you  are 
living,  keep  them  in  mind  and  begin  watch- 
ing for  new  cable  franchise  operations. 

Or  you  might  want  to  get  in  on  the  ground 
floor  by  checking  such  publications  as 
"Broadcasting  Magazine"  for  information 
on  the  companies  that  will  be  approaching 
your  area.  Companies  are  not  concerned 
with  local  people,  except  for  the  public 
access  station.  Thus  it  might  be  very 
easy  for  you  to  put  together  shows  which 
could  be  sold  in  different  market  areas 
around  the  country. 

"Computer  Age  Magazine"  and  other 
magazines  will  supply  the  type  of  informa- 
tion you  need  on  computer  software  manu- 
facturers. Currently  this  is  less  of  a 
market  than  the  public  access  television 
and  certainly  not  so  dramatic.  However, 
the  money  is  excellent  and  this  is  a good 
way  to  broaden  the  interest  people  may 
have  in  our  hobby.  Many  electronic 
enthusiasts  and  investors  will  have  their 
first  taste  of  numismatics  only  through 
computer  software  purchased  out  of 
curiosity.  Thus  you  can  use  electronics 
to  increase  the  hobby  enthusiasts  and 
thus  broaden  the  market  for  our  writing. 


Accused  forger  eats  evidence  in  courtroom 

An  accused  forger  got  acquitted  after  he  apparently  ate  the 
evidence  against  him  — right  in  the  courtroom. 

The  26-year-old  man  was  charged  with  altering  a SI  bill  to 
pass  it  for  a S20  bill. 

When  he  came  to  court  in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  a detective  placed 
the  evidence,  the  altered  bill,  on  a table  within  the  man’s  reach 
and  momentarily  turned  away. 

When  the  detective  turned  back,  the  defendant  was  innocently 
chewing  on  something  — and  the  evidence  was  gone.  He  insisted  it 
was  candy.  The  cop  tried  to  force  his  mouth  open  to  find  out,  but  it 
was  too  late. 

The  man  was  freed  after  his  lucky  snack. 


FREE  NEWS 


Because  IPM  represents  clients  such 
as  The  British  Royal  Mint,  issuing  coinage 
for  dozens  of  nations,  we're  constantly 
releasing  numismatic  news  — items 
which  your  readers  will  want  to  know 
about. 

If  you're  not  already  on  our  mailing 
list,  please  write  or  call  us  today.  Photos 
of  new  coins  are  also  available,  and  our 
staff  can  and  does  handle  special 
requests. 


A belated  thank  you  for  the  book 
award  for  my  BEGINNER'S  GUIDE  TO  COIN 
COLLECTING.  I realize  this  is  quite  far 
from  the  ANA  convention  time,  but'  I was 
not  alerted  to  the  award  until  after  my 
previous  article  for  the  newsletter. 

My  thanks  to  the  members  who  made  this 
possible. 

* * * 

“I  can’t  imagine  what  Tom 
does  with  all  his  money,” 

Bill  complained  to  a friend. 

“He  was  short  yesterday, 
and  he’s  short  again  today.” 

“Why?”  said  the  friend. 

“Is  he  trying  to  borrow 
money  from  you?” 

“No,  I’ve  been  trying  to 
borrow  from  him!” 


We'd  like  to  help  you  in  any  way  we 
can. 


128  Passaic  Avenue  / Fairfield,  NJ  07006  / USA 
201-228-5404 
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THE  ANNUAL  MAURICE  M.  GOULD  MEMORIAL  AWARDS 

The  Maurice  M.  Gould  Memorial  awards 
will  close  for  copy  May  15th.  The  earlier 
material  is  forwarded  to  Virginia  Culver, 
15915  Sierra  Pass  Way,  Hacienda  Heights, 

CA  91745,  the  happier  she  will  be.  Judges 
require  time. 

Please  note  enclosed  rules  for  all 
NLG  awards  to  be  presented  during  the 
annual  get-together  this  year  in  New 
Orleans.  Judging  must  occur  prior  to 
June,  so  an  early  entry  will  be  appreciated. 
Material  must  have  appeared  in  print  since 
May  15th  of  last  year  through  May  14,  1981. 

A column  from  one  of  last  year's 
winners  appears  below. . . 

COLUMNIST  CHANGES  THE  SUBJECT 
Mostly  Coins 
Elmer  Curran 

. . . today 

seemed  like  a good  time  to  take  advantage  of 
the  heading  "Mostly  Coins”  and  write  about 
something  different. 

Most  of  us  have  more  than  one  type  of 
collection,  so  I thought  the  reader  might 
enjoy  reading  about  my  ever-growing  collec- 
tion of  newspaper  persons  I’ve  known. 

Thanks  to  books,  movies  and  television, 
the  public  often  thinks  of  reporters  and  edi- 
tors as  being  part  of  an  elite  group.  Well, 
some  of  those  in  my  more  than  30  years  of 
collecting  are  elite,  if  elite  means  "differ- 
ent.” 

Coin  collectors  would  call  them  “circulat- 
ed gems.” 

I won’t  use  full  names  because  you  never 
know  who  you’ll  need  for  a job  reference. 

AFTER  ALL  these  years,  a copyboy  I en- 
countered at  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune 
in  1960  still  occupies  a special  place-  in 
whatever  part  of  the  brain  handles  copyboys. 

Yours  truly  had  the  title  of  “head  copyboy” 
by  that  time. 

The  first  duty  of  the  day  was  to  make 
sure  the  20  incoming  and  outgoing  teletype 
machines  in  the  wire  room  were  functioning 
— plenty  of  paper,  new  ribbons,  etc  . 

Bob  was  in  the  room  a long  time.  I drop- 
ped in  to  check,  only  to  become  immediately 
aware  of  a heavy  silence  in  the  room.  No 
editor-to-editor  chatter  was  heard  on  the 
incoming  wire  picture  monitor.  No  teletypes 
clicking  with  stories  from  all  over  the  world. 

Even  the  in-house  Western  Union  wire  was 
silent. 

Then,  the  problem  revealed  itself.  It  was- 
n't that  there  was  suddenly  peace  on  earth, 
but  rather  every  machine’s  control  switch 
was  turned  to  the  “Off”  position. 

“It  was  too  noisy  In  here,”  said  the  new 
copyboy,  who  by  this  time  was  turning  blue 
from  trying  replace  an  inky  ribbon. 


ONE  OTHER  copyboy  is  worth  mention- 
ing because  he  certainly  contributed  to  The 
Trib’s  eventual  financial  crisis. 

The  tipoff  that  something  was  awry  came 
in  the  form  of  telephone  bills.  Charges  start- 
ed to  mount  from  calls  to  governors  in  states 
where  nothing  of  national  news  value  was 
happening  at  the  time.  Oklahoma  was  one. 
Finally,  after  a prolonged  investigation,  it 
turned  out  that  Dave  used  to  stop  on  his  ap- 
pointed rounds  throughout  the  building  to 
call  whatever  governor  came  to  his  mind 
with  whatever  pressing  question  of  the  day 
Dave  had  on  his  mind. 

At  that  time,  even  though  copyboys  were 
only  making  $29.50  a week,  you  could  phone 
anyone,  say  it  was  the  New  York  Herald 
Tribune  calling,  and  they  would  respond.  The 
paper  was  that  respected. 

A THEATER  reviewer  of  the  time  also 
sticks  in  my  mind. 

It  seems  that  when  he  (ell  into  a stupor 
from  too  much  brandy  during  an  opening 
night  performance,  the  theater  manager  pan- 
icked and  called  the  paper. 

A reporter  was  rushed  to  the  scene  as  a 
substitute  reviewer. 

As  things  turned  out,  it  was  a wrong 
move  on  the  manager's  part. 

The  veteran  reviewer,  blissfully  unaware 
of  what  was  transpiring,  returned  to  the 
newsroom  and  wrote  a story  highly  praising 
the  show.  The  editor  in  charge,  unsure  of  the 
reviewer’s  accuracy,  decided  to  go  with  the 
younger  man’s  highly  critical  appraisal  of 
everything  connected  with  the  drama.  The 
show  closed. 

THERE  WAS  also  the  case  of  the  late- 
night  reporter  who  made  a stop  on  the  way 
back  to  the  office  after  covering  a meeting. 

Every  time  he  finished  what  he  thought 
was  a page  or  “take”  of  copy,  he’d  yell 
“Copy!”  A boy  would  rush  over  and  hustle  to 
the  city  desk,  where  the  city  editor  sat,  gen- 
tly rocking  back  and  forth  in  his  wooden 
swivel  chair. 

The  furiously  typing  reporter  had  forgot- 
ten to  put  paper  in  the  typewriter. 

No  matter.  As  all  of  that  was  going  on, 
the  editor,  who  had  become  aware  of  the 
problem,  quietly  had  another  reporter  get 
the  story  by  phone. 

Newspapering  in  the  great  state  of  Vir- 
ginia also  added  to  my  collection. 

One  of  my  all-time  heroes  is  a young 
woman,  fresh  out  of  college,  who  refused  to 
let  anything  get  in  the  way  of  sending  a 
story. 

I RETURNED  to  the  Hampton  news  bu- 
reau about  11  p.m.  with  a Board  of  Educa- 
tion story,  only  to  notice  Judy,  her  dress  tat- 
tered and  tom  and  grime  on  her  face,  typing 
away,  oblivious  to  the  world  around  her. 

As  she  was  leaving  about  an  hour  later,  I 
was  able  to  ask  some  questions  about  her 
condition. 

A trolley  line  made  a sharp  turn  in  front 
of  our  office  and  the  tail  end  of  one  of  the 
cars  smacked  Judy  as  she  headed  back  to 
her  typewriter.  She  simply  brushed  herself 
off  and  carried  on. 


Columnist  Changes  the  Sub j ect . . . Cont ' d . 

Photographers  also  have  added  to  the 
collection. 

One  of  my  favorites  is  the  chap  who, 
after  having  a tiff  with  the  picture  editor, 
took  an  official  company  car,  had  the  tank 
filled  up  with  gasoline,  and  drove  as  far  as 
he  could  before  abandoning  it.  The  paper  had 
to  send  someone  to  western  Ohio  to  retrieve 
it. 

I’M  PART  OF  my  own  collection. 

One  story  that  I’ve  never  mentioned  to 
anyone  before  goes  back  to  when  I was 
covering  the  State  House  in  Virginia. 

A fellow  named  John  and  I were  good 
friends,  but  fierce  competitors  for  the  news 
of  the  day. 

One  afternoon,  just  to  keep  him  bogged 
down  trying  to  get  the  facts  on  a story  I 
dreamed  up,  I put  a note  on  his  parked  car’s 
windshield  saying  that  a certain  major  high- 
way story  was  about  to  pop.  By  all  calcula- 
tions, the  tip  dealt  with  a situation  that 
couldn’t  possibly  be  ready  to  break  anytime 
in  the  near  future.  In  other  words,  I figured  I 
had  to  give  him  something  that  he  would  be- 
lieve, but  couldn’t  get. 

Much  to  my  amazement,  the  “tip”  paid 
off  and  John’s  story,  complete  with  byline 
and  banner  head,  appeared  in  the  morning 
paper. 

I spent  the  rest  of  the  day  trying  to  get  a 
follow-up  angle  on  the  story  I gave  away. 


Ysbury  Park  Press 


* * * 


A NEW  NEWSLETTER 

Alan  Herbert  is  the  editor  of  the 
South  Dakota  Gold  Newsletter.  He  and 
publisher,  Robert  Foudray,  have  com- 
bined to  produce  a newsletter  geared 
to  the  extensive  interest  in  gold. 

Subscription  fee  is  $35  per  year. 
Guild  members  can  obtain  a compli- 
mentary copy  by  writing  to  GOLD, 

Box  C,  Deadwood,  SD  57732. 

if  if  if 

NLG  BOARD  MEMBERS  & APPOINTED  OFFICERS 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  Virginia  Culver, 

15915  Sierra  Pass  Way,  Hacienda  Heights, 

CA  91745 

DIRECTORS:  Ken  Bressett,  1220  Mound  Ave., 

Racine,  WI  53404 

Oscar  Dodson,  484  Lincoln  Hall,  Wright  St. 
University  of  II,  Urbana,  IL  61801 
Abe  Kosoff,  Box  4009,  Palm  Springs, 

CA  92263 

Paul  Whitnah,  1107  Colony  Lake  Drive, 
Schaumburg,  IL  60194 
TREASURER:  Leon  Lindheim,  Box  22221,  Cleve- 
land, OH  44122 

NEWSLETTER  EDITOR:  Lee  Martin,  Box  667, 
Beaumont,  CA  92223 
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NUMISMATIC  NEWS 
WORLD  COIN  NEWS 
COINS  MAGAZINE 
COIN  PRICES 
BANK  NOTE  REPORTER 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD 
COINS 

STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD 
PAPER  MONEY 
GUIDEBOOK  OF  FRANKLIN 
MINT  ISSUES 
OLD  CARS 
CAR  EXCHANGE 
OLD  CARS  PRICE  GUIDE 
TRUE  WEST 
FRONTIER  TIMES 
OLD  WEST 


krause  publications 

Phone  715-445-2214  lola . Wisconsin  54990 


standard  books 
on  coins  and  currency 

GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD.  By  Fried- 
berg.  From  600  A.C.  to  the  present, 
with  market  values.  428  pages,  illus- 
trated. ZV2  x II". 


PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

By  Friedberg.  Illustrates  all  types 
and  sizes  from  1861  to  the  present, 

with  valuations.  252  pages, 

8 1/2x11” 

Published  by 

THE  COIN  & CURRENCY  INSTITUTE,  INC. 


1359  Broadway  New  York,  NY  10018 


Reliable. 

Authoritative. 

Definitive. 


These  are  the  words  that  come  to  mind 
when  collectors  think  of  Whitman’s 
reference  books.  The  collector  and  Whitman 
are  old  friends.  For  more  than  35  years 
we’ve  been  the  source  for  dependable 
information  on  coin  and  currency  values. 
Our  books  set  the  standard  for  the  hobby. 
They  also  make  collecting  interesting  and 
fun  and  our  coin  storage  products  protect 
the  value  of  your  collection. 

Look  for  the  Whitman  signature  when  you 
want  to  be  certain. 


Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc. 
Racine,  Wisconsin 
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U.S.A. 


COINS  + CURRENCY  + MEDALS 


‘Round  The  World,. 


GOLD  + CROWNS  + PROOF  SETS 
SASE  For  Our  Bargain  Lists 


Please  Name  Your  Specialty 

MEMBER:  Life  A 110  ANA.  ANS,  PNG,  SCPN,  SPMC,  IAPN,  Others. 


LIVC. 


"Pronto  Service" 

4514  No.  30th  Street  Omaha.  Nebraska  68111 
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Management 

200  I.U.  Willets  Road,  Albertson,  N.Y.  11507  • Call  Toll  Free  800-645-6075  • N.Y.  Call  Collect  516-295-0040 


FRANKLIN  MINT  CORPORATION 

Franklin  Center,  Pennsylvania  19091 
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CREATIVITY 

INTEGRITY  & EXCELLENCE 

ARE  THE  CORNERSTONES  OF  OUR  BUSINESS 


THE  WORLD’S  LEADING  PRODUCER  OF  LIMITED  EDITION  COLLECTIBLES 


